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Production and Management of Camels

in man are similar to severe influenza, fever and secondary pneumonia
lasting 5 to 15 days.
Rabies: It is spread mainly by bites of infected animals. The virus present
in their saliva is inoculated in the bite trauma. Foxes are the main reservoir
of the disease. Camels can be infected by dog or fox bites, but the chances
of spread from camel to man appear to be small. Nevertheless, camel bites
in endemic (prevalent in a population or geographical areas at all times)
areas should be regarded potentially dangerous, especially if the animal is
showing signs of unusual behaviour at the time of bite or does so within
next 7 to 10 days (signs such as unusual aggression, chewing inanimate
objectives with salivation or self mutilation.
Rift Valley Fever (RVF): RVF is a serious, sometimes fatal, viral disease
of man and ruminants. Transmission is by insects including mosquitoes of
the genera Culex, Anopheles and Aedes and Culicides sp. Mainly it occures
in African countries of Egypt, Nigeria and Sudan. In camels the only
reported sign of the disease has been an increase in abortion rate during
epizootics of RVF usually associated with increased seasonal rainfall. Man
can be infected by handling infected carcasses. The symptoms are malaise,
headache, chill and fever, while fatal haemorrhagic forms have also been
reported.
Dermatophytosis (Ringworm): It is a skin disease in camels under 3
years of age with a peak incidence between age 3 to 12 months. Small,
round alopecic areas appear on different parts of camel’s body. Handlers
may become infected and exhibit typical ringworm lesions on their skin.
Secondary bacterial invasion causes inflammation and suppuration.
Salmonellosis: It is suspected as being a common zoonotic bacterial
disease. Sometimes serious outbreaks have been reported in the camel
characterised by foul smelling blackish-green diarrhoea. Chronic cases
exhibit intermittent diarrhoea and gradual wasting. Abortion is common,
also death may occur. Man becomes infected from contaminated
surroundings or animal products. The disease takes the form of diarrhoea,
abdominal pain and vomiting. Adults mostly recover but the disease is very
dangerous to children.
Sarcoptic Mange: The mite Sarcoptes scabei cameli causes this important
disease leading to debility and disrupted productivity. Man can be infected
from close contact such as riding an infected camel. Infected humans suffer
intense hand and body irritation.
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